One Hot Summer Rosemary Ashton YalE uNivErsitY PrEss (2017)
The torrid London summer of 1858 is remembered primarily for the 'Great Stink' -the heat-fuelled reek of a sewage-strewn River Thames. Yet as Rosemary Ashton notes in this microhistory, the season also saw explosive advances in science and society. Benjamin Disraeli, then chancellor of the exchequer, pushed through the Thames Purification Bill that ushered in Joseph Bazalgette's superbly engineered sewerage system. And Charles Darwin, beset by family crises, received a famous letter from field biologist Alfred Russel Wallace that jolted him into finalizing his theory of natural selection. Govert Schilling BElkNaP (2017) In September 2015, a new frontier in astronomy beckoned with the first direct detection of gravitational waves, confirming Albert Einstein's prediction almost a century before. Govert Schilling's deliciously nerdy grand tour takes us through compelling backstory, current research and future expectations. Starting from Einstein's path to general relativity, Schilling examines the contributions of Joseph Weber and Jocelyn Bell Burnell, the long and onerous saga of the Laser Interferometer Gravitational-Wave Observatory, and the coming array of super-instruments inviting us to "surf the waves of spacetime".
Ripples in Spacetime
is moving -not least, in the chilling passages on the 1937 deportation from Solovki of more than 1,100 prisoners, including Wangenheim, for execution. Rolin's reconstruction of the meteorologist's last hours is masterful, integrating the lives of the executioners, the eerie geography of the mass extermination site in Karelia on the mainland, and the recovered memory of this horrific event -a ghost echo for six decades, until given form when the mass grave was discovered in the mid-1990s.
Wangenheim's story is known to us largely through the diligence of researchers at the Memorial in St Petersburg, a Russian civil-rights society dedicated to chronicling the abuses of Stalinism. 
